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| Validity | Information and general guidelines | Exam requirements | Assessment criteria and regulations | 

1.1  Introduction
London College of Music Examinations (LCME )
Since 1887, LCME has been empowering people through performance, providing a framework 

that helps candidates showcase their talent, build confidence and achieve their creative goals. 

As the only British exam board that is part of a university, LCME’s qualifications are uniquely 

backed by the University of West London, combining academic rigour with real-world relevance.

Our exams, conducted throughout the United Kingdom, the Republic of Ireland, and over 50 

countries worldwide, are designed to nurture growth and excellence. Most of our graded and 

diploma exams are regulated by Ofqual and other UK regulators, opening doors to higher 

education and creative industry opportunities.

What makes LCME distinctive
LCME’s inclusive, flexible and forward-thinking approach to graded and diploma qualifications 

makes a distinctive contribution to performing arts and communication education, emphasising:

•	 creative thinking and self-expression

•	 critical engagement with performed repertoire, encouraging performers to showcase their 

skills with confidence

•	 a comprehensive, diverse, and culturally relevant range of tasks and repertoire

•	 assessment in innovative areas, preparing candidates for a rapidly changing world

•	 flexible exam formats that adapt to individual learning journeys

Syllabus objectives
This syllabus will guide candidates on their journey to unlock their potential, overcome challenges, 

and showcase their skills with confidence. Candidates progressing through the stages will 

acquire knowledge and experience across relevant styles and performance types. A course of 

study based on this syllabus provides:

•	 an empowering assessment system that adds value to educational opportunities

•	 a balanced combination of performing skills with supporting knowledge

•	 creatively challenging learning opportunities that nurture growth and excellence

•	 structured mastery learning directly related to each grade’s requirements

1.2  Syllabus Validity
This syllabus is valid for Early Learning Individual and Group exams from 1 July 2025 until further 

notice. It introduces revised assesment criteria and a third level of group exams. All other 

requirements remain unchanged from those set out in the 2013 syllabus.
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1.3  Exam entry
Exam dates, locations and fees
Details of exam dates, locations, fees and how to book an in-person or digital exam are available 

on our website: lcme.uwl.ac.uk

Age groups
Early Learning exams are designed for children aged three to six years. 

Reasonable adjustments and special considerations
Information on assessment, examination and entry requirements for candidates with specific 

needs is published in the Equality of Opportunity, Reasonable Adjustment and Special 

Consideration policy available on our website.

Progression
This syllabus is designed for young children and provides encouragement and a basis for 

assessment in music and speech at very early stages of development. Candidates may progress 

to Steps and then Graded exams, in a wide range of Music and Drama & Communication subjects. 

Syllabuses are available from our website: lcme.uwl.ac.uk

1.4  Exam options and durations
Early Learning

Individual
Early Learning

Group

Exam
durations 10 mins 20 mins

Structure Stage 1 to 3 Stage 1 to 3

Assessment In-person or Recorded In-person or Recorded

Grading
Distinction 

Merit
Pass

Distinction
Merit 
Pass

Regulation û û

1.5  Assessment and results
Assessment reports 
This will be compiled during the examination and couched in positive terms. The report will not 

include marks but will award Pass, Merit or Distinction. A single report will be issued for group 

entries. 

Certificates
Each successful candidate taking part in group entries will receive an individual certificate.

https://lcme.uwl.ac.uk/
https://lcme.uwl.ac.uk/
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Marking
• How marks are awarded
Qualifications are awarded by University of West London (UWL). Exams are conducted by 

trained examiners and are held at approved centres in the UK and overseas. Candidates will 

be assessed on their technical accomplishment, interpretation, knowledge & understanding 

and communication. In awarding marks, examiners will take into account the extent to which 

each of these assessment domains is demonstrated within the individual exam components. 

Issue of results
A written report will be compiled for each examination. Candidates will be informed of the 

result of examinations as soon as possible. Results are available digitally within days and will 

be sent by post no later than four weeks after the examination date. Certificates for successful 

candidates are normally dispatched within eight weeks of the date of the examination.

Enquiries, complaints and appeals
Information on how to make an enquiry, complaint or appeal is published in the Enquiries and 

Appeals policy and the Complaints procedure documents available on our website: lcme.uwl.ac.uk

Exam regulations
Full details of all general exam regulations are published in the Regulations and Information 

document available on our website: lcme.uwl.ac.uk

1.6  Exam guidelines
Individual entries
• Teacher involvement
To ensure a relaxed environment, the teacher may accompany candidates in the exam room.

Group entries
• Group numbers
A group of between 5 and 9 in number is considered suitable. Each child must wear a large 

name badge.

• Teacher involvement
Teachers are expected to take an active part in the candidates’ work during the group examination 

and are invited to work ‘in role’ in all sections of the exam.

https://lcme.uwl.ac.uk/
https://lcme.uwl.ac.uk/
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2.1  Summary of exam requirements
This overview outlines the components that candidates will encounter in the exam. For detailed 

information, please refer to the requirements on the following pages.

Early Learning Individual
Stages 1, 2 & 3
•	 Exchange greetings and introductions with the examiner.

•	 Perform prepared materials as required for each stage.

Early Learning Group
Stages 1, 2 & 3
•	 Perform prepared group materials as required for each stage.

•	 The examiner will talk to the candidates about the work presented.

Early Learning exams are not regulated by Ofqual and do not carry UCAS points. 
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2.2  Early Learning Individual 

Stage 1
The candidate will:

1.	 Exchange greetings and introductions with the examiner.

2.	 Speak a nursery rhyme or sing a song from memory. Movement and gesture may be included 

in the performance.

3.	 Perform one of the following:

a.	 A prepared descriptive animal mime, to show an observation of animal movement.

b.	 A short elementary piece on any instrument.

Stage 2
The candidate will:

1.	 Exchange greetings and introductions with the examiner.

2.	 Speak a nursery rhyme or poem of similar standard or sing a song from memory. Movement 

and gesture may be included in the performance.

3.	 Performs one of the following:

a.	 A prepared mime to show an occupation or a sequence of events, to demonstrate 

mood, e.g. happy or sad.

b.	 A short elementary piece on any instrument.

Stage 3
The candidate will:

1.	 Give a simple, personal introduction of themselves during a conversation led by the examiner. 

The candidate may bring one or two family photos or a favorite possession as a stimulus.

2.	 Perform one of the following:

a.	 Speak a poem, action rhyme or nursery rhyme of their choice. 

b.	 Sing a nursery rhyme or a simple song.

3.	 Perform one of the following:

a.	 Act a brief drama speech in character (maximum 10 lines). 

b.	 Speak a contrasting second poem, action rhyme or nursery rhyme of their choice. 

c.	 Perform an elementary piece on any instrument.
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2.3  Early Learning Group

Stage 1
1.	 Candidates will perform an action rhyme or a singing/acting game, as a group. Untuned 

percussion may be used. The songs from such books as Okki Tokki Unga are useful and 

suitable. The teacher may direct the group and prompt.

2.	 Candidates will take part in a story told by the teacher. For instance, the house building and 

‘huffing and puffing’ in The Three Little Pigs, or Cinderella trying on the slipper. Candidates 

must be included in the story-telling techniques used by the teacher.

3.	 The examiner will talk to the candidates about the work presented.

Stage 2
1.	 Candidates perform an action rhyme or a singing/acting game as for Stage 1. Each candidate 

must stand in their place in the group. The candidates must remember what to do and be 

able to co-operate as a group with very little prompting from the teacher. The candidates 

must be able and willing to co-operate as a group with very little prompting from the teacher.

2.	 Candidates take part in an original game. This must be devised by the teacher and practised 

beforehand so that it is familiar to the candidates. It is envisaged that the teacher will be 

in role and that there will be no props. The title of the game could be The Birthday, The Tea 

Party, A Visit to the Zoo, A Trip to the Seaside, The New Baby or a similar title devised by 

the teacher. It is not acceptable to base this part of the examination on a film or television 

programme.

3.	 The examiner will talk to the candidates about the work presented.

Stage 3
1.	 Candidates to perform one of the following:

a.	 Candidates present a rehearsed performance or an excerpt of a production lasting 

no more than 15 minutes. The production must be carefully planned, with thoughtful 

staging choices as if intended for an audience—though the presence of an audience 

is optional. The teacher may take a minimal role during the performance itself.

b.	 Candidates take part in three prepared group activities or games devised by the 

teacher. These may include singing or acting games, collaborative storytelling, or 

mimed performances based on characters, animals, or occupations as introduced 

in earlier stages. Other examples include musical statues; one-word stories (where 

the teacher begins with a sentence such as “One day there was a friendly monster 

who...” and each candidate adds a single word in turn); tongue twisters; and identifying 

various stage directions (e.g. “walk to downstage right,” “walk to upstage left”), etc.

2.	 The examiner will talk to the candidates about the work presented.
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3.1  Awards of Pass, Pass with Merit or Pass with 
Distinction 
Distinction
A candidate or group achieving a Distinction will have demonstrated the ability to speak 

and/or sing (from memory, if appropriate to the task) with sustained audibility, expression, and 

confidence throughout the exam. They will have maintained concentration at all times while 

listening and responding appropriately to all questions or tasks. In Group Examinations, the 

group will have responded to the tasks with enthusiasm, consistently listening to and interacting 

with one another throughout.

Merit
A candidate or group achieving a Merit will have demonstrated the ability to speak and/or sing 

(from memory, if appropriate to the task) with sufficient audibility, expression, and confidence for 

most of the exam. They will have maintained concentration for most of the time while listening 

and responding appropriately to all questions or tasks. In Group Examinations, the group will have 

responded to the tasks well, listening to and interacting with one another for most of the time.

Pass
A candidate or group achieving a Pass will have demonstrated the ability to speak and/or sing 

(from memory, if appropriate to the task) with some audibility, expression, and confidence for 

some of the exam. They will have maintained concentration for some of the time while listening 

and responding appropriately to some questions or tasks. In Group Examinations, the group will 

have responded to the tasks, listening to and interacting with one another some of the time.

Unsuccessful
A candidate or group graded as Unsuccessful will not have demonstrated the ability to speak 

and/or sing (from memory, if appropriate to the task) with any audibility, expression, or confidence 

throughout the exam. They will not have maintained concentration for any of the time, nor 

listened and responded appropriately to any questions or tasks. In Group Examinations, the 

group will not have responded to the tasks, and will not have listened to or interacted with one 

another at any time.

3.2  Regulated qualification information 
LCME Early Learning exams are not regulated by Ofqual and do not carry UCAS points. This 

syllabus is designed for young children to provide encouragement and as a basis for assessment 

in music and speech at very early stages of development. Candidates may progress to Steps and 

then Graded exams, in a wide range of Music and Drama & Communication subjects. Syllabuses 

are available from our website: lcme.uwl.ac.uk

https://lcme.uwl.ac.uk/
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